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PRINTS & DRAWINGS GALLERIES TO CLOSE FOR RENOVATION 


The prints and drawings galleries at The Cleveland Museum of Art will close for 
four months for complete renovation after the March 12 closing of current exhibitions, 
Sandy Walker: Woodblock Prints and French Drawings from the Collection. The five 
galleries to be closed also include a galleiy devoted to later Japanese art, whose access is 
through the prints and drawings galleries. The galleries reopen July 11 with two 
exhibitions, Dorothy Dehner: Prints, Drawings and Sculpture and Stanley W illiam 
Hayter’s Legaty in America. 

Jane Glaubinger, curator of prints and drawings, is working with Jeffrey Strean, 

chief designer, and Phil Dickinson, assistant director for building operations, to bring the 

project to fruition. In Dr. Glaubinger’s words: 

The newly designed galleries will be a revelation to the Museum’s visitors. 
Although the light levels will stiU be low to protect works of art on paper, 
the combination of state-of-the-art lighting, higher ceilings, and Ught- 
colored walls with no cases will make the galleries seem bigger, brighter, 
and more inviting. The museum’s world-class prints and drawings 
collection will be exhibited in a manner befitting its great quality, and the 
galleries will be wonderful settings for special exhibitions. 

Wall cases installed thirty years ago have provided excellent security, but created 

some limitations for installation of exhibitions and were too small to accommodate large 

works by today’s artists. AH cases and dropped ceilings containing fluorescent light 

fixtures will be removed and halogen track lighting, which shows colors more fully and 

accurately, will be installed in all the galleries. (Visitors accustomed to the current 

gallery set-up will probably be surprised to realize that-with 40" more shoulder room 

achieved by removing the wall cases-the corridor galleries affected are the same height 

and width as the nearby textile corridor gallery.) Cloth wall coverings in two galleries 

win be stripped and all walls will be painted white, which can be touched up or varied 

between exhibitions. Case removal wiH make it possible to double-hang smaller works 

and make more effective thematic groupings. The museum has acquired more than two 

hundred new frames to accommodate the new installation. 

A fact sheet follows. 

* * * 
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PRINTS & DRAWINGS GALLERY RENOVATION FACTS 


Tlmmbnail Ceiling-to-floor renovation of the galleries for prints and drawings-- 

sketch galleries 109, 110, 111, 112, and part of 104. The Print Study Room remains open 

during the renovations. Disruption of restroom or elevator access is not expected. 

Cross- Ceilings— Removal of ceilings and existing lighting in most galleries; 

section installing track lighting in the existing acoustic tile ceiling of gallery 109 and in 

new drywalled ceilings in other galleries. Security cameras installed. 

Lighting-UW-iiliered Edison Price halogen quartz wall washers, consistent with 
recent lighting renovations in other galleries; the light striking artworks will stiU 
be 5 footcandles or less in intensity; the halogen lamps have a very high color 
rendering index of 95 (on a scale of 100). 

IPa/Zs-- Removal of beige cloth coverings on walls in gallery 112 and on panels in 
gallery 104; replacement with plywood covered with drywaU; these and current 
dark brown walls will all be repainted. 

Cases & Frame^-Thirty-year-old cases of aluminum and glass, lined with fabric, 
will be permanently removed; no cases will be permanently installed in the 
renovated galleries. All works will be displayed framed; the museum has bought 
approximately 230 new Louis XVI-style gilt frames in six standard sizes, from 14- 
1/4 X 19-1/4 to 30 X 40 inches. 

Time The galleries close when the Sandy Walker and French Drawings exhibitions 

close to the public, March 12; they reopen to the public for the Dorothy Dehner 
and Stanley William Hayter exhibitions on July 11. The Print Club of Cleveland, 
a major source of support for the museum’s prints and drawings department for 
over seventy-five years, wiU hold a private opening that week. 

People Stajf-Jefirey Strean, Chief Exhibition and Lighting Designer; Jane Glaubinger, 

Curator of Prints and Drawings; PhUip H. Dickinson, Assistant Director for 
Building Operations; utility/art handlers, carpenters, painters, engineers, 
electricians, mason-plasterers, and cleaners. 

Architects-iox the original 1916 building, containing these galleries, Hubbell & 
Benes, Cleveland. 

Art A select, world-famous permanent collection of 16,000 works of art on paper— one 

of the best in the United States— approximately 200 of which can be on view in 
these galleries at a time (about 20 additional works are rotated through other 
low-light galleries throughout the museum). The 13,000 prints and 3,000 drawings 
range from a Biblia Pauperum ("poor people’s Bible") woodcut from ca. 1440- 
when artists in western Europe first began to draw or print on paper— to very 
recent works by Sol LeWitt. Upcoming major traveling exhibitions which will be 
on view in the renovated galleries include drawings by Nicolas Poussin from the 
royal collection at Windsor Castle. 
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